
GhilliesGathering.co.uk

The first ever Ghillies Gathering took place at Kirkwood on the River Annan in South Scotland 
during November 2012. 

Professionals involved in salmon angling gathered for 5 days of fishing – the last 5 days of the 
season on the Annan. Mainly from Scotland: the rivers Oykel, Dee, South 
Esk were represented with someone from Cumbria and the Tyne in 
Northumberland, while one ghillie was Irish with some from Norway. A 
mixed bunch on arrival, all ended up really good friends by departure day. 

In addition to fishing the Kirkwood, Jardine Hall and Cleughhead beats, the 
ghillies had a relaxing time with excellent food and accommodation at the 
Kirkwood holiday cottages.  Every day, whilst fishing, these professionals 
were all learning from each other.  In the evenings various subjects were 

discussed which was all  part of the “learning” 
during the gathering. On the Sunday evening 
(arrival day) the topic was disinfection and the 
dangers of GS (a fatal parasite present in Norway's rivers). Monday 
evening was fly tying with Jimmy and Gloria Younger; while Tuesday 
was “fishing in New Zealand”. Wednesday saw  a public political 
discussion – in Dalton Village Hall - at which a 

representative of the SNP tried to convince the assembled company that 
Independence for Scotland would be good for angling tourism. Thursday's topic 
was sea trout and on the last night (Friday) there was a big dinner at Kirkwood 
house followed by an evening of song from Joey O'Neil one of the ghillies.

Partly because fishing conditions were not perfect, no salmon were 
caught, although several sea trout, two large browns and some grayling 
were caught and returned. This was the only disappointment, yet itself 
teaches us something because two weeks previously 6 salmon were 
caught on the same Annan beats by novices at the SalmonSchool.co.uk, 
so it illustrates how fickle salmon fishing can be.   There's a lot more to 
fishing than catching fish and any experienced ghillie will have himself 

spent a week or several days watching his clients fail to catch salmon too. The table was turned on 
this occasion but all had a good time and learnt a fair bit during the week too. 

The GhilliesGathering.co.uk will be repeated slightly earlier next year (2013) - from the 17th  to 24th 
November. Call 01576 510200, email AS@RealFarms.co.uk or see website for more details.
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